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This summary is the first to be issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician 
“as to numbers of persons receiving benefits under the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits 
Act, 1945, which came into operation on lst July, 1945, Tho summary covers the first 
Meas months' operations and futuro summaries will be issuod at monthly intorvals. 


The Act provides for tho paymont of benefit to porsong whose normal earnings 
have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. The Act also pro- 
vidos a third class of benofit - dosignatod Spocial Benefit - which gives & moasure of 
assistenco to those porsons who on account of somo spocial circumstanco, camnct comply 
‘ith the statutory roquircments rolsting tc uncmplcymont scr sickness benefit and who are 
orevented from oarning a livolihcsd and aro in noad. 


The numbers of rcecipiconts of bencfit do not embrace the total unemploymont 
and sickness in the community. Unomplcyment or sicknoss of loss than sovon days durstion 
is net covercd due to tho provisicn in the Act of a “waiting porisd" cf this length of 
“ime during which no benofit is payable. popnenent incapacity is nct included as this 
is ccvered by tho Invalid and Old Aze Ponsicns Act. The epplication of = "moans tost" 
»xcludes ancther group from benofit. Scine persons entitlcd to benofit may nct yot be 
aware of tho porovisicns cof tho Act. 


Tho tctal number of bonofits grantod end discontinucd during the pericd lst July 
fto 29th Soptembor, 1945, and bonoficiarics romaining on benefit at 29th Ssptembor, 1945, 
. in each class of benefit is shown in the following tablo:- 














a 
AUSTRALIA : Claims admitted, otc., from ist July, 1945 to 29th September, 1945. 
f Clains «duitted | pyats tne ay On benefit at 
; lass cf Benefit ae poriod 29th Septcombor,1945 


Tote | Melos | | Fornlos | | Total | Males | Foro os | 


Unemployment 


Sickness 
Special 


TOTAL: 340 8,824 | 3,463 | 463 946 | 546 | 4,009 | 35 | 3,971 | | aaa | 4,815 





The fcllswing table shows tho numbor of porsons in cach Stato in roccipt of 
benefit at 29th Septombor, 1y45:- 


STATSS : Numbor cf Perscns on Bonofit at 29th Septombor, 1945. 


i 9 ; : 
| Melos | Forialos | Males | Fomalcs Fomalss 











Now South Wales(a) 166 | 13 | 1,483 
BwVictoria oe 88 2 Hou 
TrQueensland ee 66 10 516 
9@8.uth Australis (b) 45 4 337 
Micstorn Australia 66 3 282 4S : 
y ‘asmania a6 aH es 170] _ Mey . 


a) Includes udes Australis on Capital Bae rye b) Includos Nerthorn Torritory. 


Of tho 481 pors.ns cn unemployiient bensfit at 23th September, 1945, 298 (or 
62 por cont.) were unomployed con account of scarcity of work and 154 (or 32 por cent.) 
boceuse of yhysical or montal disabilitios. 
Analysis cf the 2ges of those cn unemployment benefit at 29th Septembor, 1945, 
| revealed thet 211 persons (-r 44 per cent.) wore 50 yoars of age cond over, 


Re 


Tho follewing table shcws the principal types of sicknoss, as atated on modical 
certificates, otcis, of those who wore in roccipt cf Sicknoss Bohofit at 27th Septombor,1945:- 


. RUSTRALEA 3: Nature of Sicknoss + Persons on Bonefit Bt, 29th September, 1945. 


Infective and Parasitic Diseases .e. + 


Cand¢er and Other Tumours ee rT} 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition and Vitamin-Deficiency 
_ Diseases oe ba 
Diseases of the Blood and Blood-forming Organs be 
Diseases of # 
Nervous System and Sense Organs os 
Circulatory System ee be 
Respiratory System oe ror) 
Digestive Systen oe oe 
Genitc-Urinary System a6 ee 
Prognancy, Childbirth, ctc. ee oe 
Skin and Colluler Tissue a oe 
Bones and Organs cf Movoment .. rv 
Other Diseases (including Ill-Defined Conditions) ‘a 
Injuries and Acute Pcisoning - : 
Fractures ee ee 
Other Injuries, otc. ee ar 
Operations (original disability not stated) a 
Other ee ee 





TOTAL: | 3,519], - 774] 4,293 


Tho two most prevalent infective and parasitic diseases were tubereulosje and 
influenze. Mental disorders were tho most commen complaints in diseases of the nervous 
system whilst hoart diseases wero by far the most important diseases of the circulatory 
system. Bronchitis, pneumonia and pleurisy accountod for most cf tho respiretory diseases. 
Appendicitis, hernia and ulcers of stomach and duodenum accounted for most of the diseases 
of the digestive system. 


Distribution, acccrding to ain industrial groups of those who were in reesipt of 
unomployment and sickness benofits at 20th September, 1945 is shown in the following state- 
nents - 


AUSTRALIA : Industrial Groups = Persons on Benefit at 29th Septomber, 1945, 


Industrial Group 
| Malos | Fomelos | Porsons | Males | Females | Persons | 


fgrie@ulture, Pastoral and Dairyihg .. 


Othor Primary Producticn ee 
Coal Mining ee 
Other Mining and Quarrying ee 


Factoriss and Industrial - 
Founding, enginecring, metal working, 


including shipbuilding oe 
Vehicles, including aircraft os 
Textiles and articles of dress on 
Food, drink and tobacco ee 
* Other Factorics, including heat, 
light and powor ee 
Building and Construction ee 
Transport and Communication ee 


Scmmerce and Finance - 

“Wholesale and retail trade . 
Finance and Property . 
Public Administration and Professional 


Personal and Domestic Service ae 
Othsr oe 9 10 5 2 ui 
TOTAL: 3,519 f 774 | 4,293 | 





The numbor of "persons on bencfit" shown in this summary roletes to principal 
boneficiaries who would normally bo broadwinners. Dependents of such beneficiaries 
are not included. 
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